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Chapter 2: The Chair and Me

Handmade

The town of Eastlants located about 150 miles West of Ft. Worth, Tedas 6 s i n at he
region called th€ross Timbes, a buffer zondetween the Weskexas topographgneconjures
up whenpicturingt h e WWislt @ a n d -forebted asteenrpartonh of the ate that

looks more southern than western

Eastlands asparsely populated town withfairly homogenized culture. A few LBJ Democrats
mingle among the Bush Republicaasrespondingo the prickly-pearcactus dotting

landscap®f red soil andvaterstarvedcrops

But inthe middle of town is one of the great Texas courthotmsgsveredesigned to attract new
residents to West Texas in the days when a proper courthouse was syusmyith civilizaion.
The original building, monolithic for its time, waslilt in 1897 and came c@tete with a time

capsule in itxornerstone.

The people of Eastland placed in that time capsuleh vy , I dondt knioaw) a
West Texadizard that looks part iguana and part frog. Residents rememberngdetbarial, but

nothing was made of it until 1928 when the original courthouse was being redesigned. Three

hea



thousand people were on hand to witness the opening of the time capsnéthey were
shocked to discover that the horned toad was still aliveoked like someone had torn off the
front-end of a dusty alligateskinned boot and thrown it into the box, but after 31 ydedittle

guywas still breathing.

Christenedi OIRdP,0East | andés horned frog wentHeonto to

toured the countrgnd even met with President Coolidge.

Old R.I.P.passed away (or croakeglpven months after his resurrection. Eastland officials

embalmed his body andgaed it in a tiny, open casket in the lobby of the new courthebeee

he can be foundtay. Twenty years later he acted as inspiration for Chucls Zawarner

Brothers who created a cartoon character, Michigan J. Frog, in honor BfIG?d And many

years lateMichigan J. Frog went onto become the icon for the WB television si@tmn 1995

to2005. Younger readers of this b awtkthefiegythatrwasme mb e r

used in tandem witMichiganJ. Frogimagery to appeal to thegteen audience.

Tosteala | i ne fromMmamddHad veygi,afinow you Tkodagwét he r
Old R.I.P.remains the only attraction of Eastland outside the new-thiiveStarbucksthat is

ostracized by local residents but is a hifwthe tuckerswhoneed a jolt before driving20

through West Texas So, if you are ever passing through this lonely part of the country, |

recommend you stop by for a bdeather viewing and a latte to go.




My family has deep ties to Eastlandboth the Tolletts and thEerrells(mygrandnot her 6 s
maiden name) settled in this region long before Old Riptwnsabbatical.Coming to Texas by

way of Tennessee in the 1870s, theyre Anglo pioneers settling on the frdimes of the

American frontier.Some were unable to handle the conditions and had to move back East to
areas more suitable for farming. Others stayed to fight Mother Nature and tame the land. Some

even died by Comanche arrows in the process.

| candt i magi ne wikedack than.f \&sioms of Spaghkta Westerfs €ane to |
mind, as doekonesome Dovéut what is certain is that they were tia# richest people living

in Eastlandif there ever were any)

A few articles remain from thenties the Tolletts and Beans firsbved into TexasMost of

them resided i n my gr andmo smakmefabbjeggsasecifa e . The
ranchinglike ax bladesand dairy scalesIn other areas of the garage you could find pieces of

furniture designed for the booming,-gibaked 50s in a style my family cheekily refers to as

Rancho Deluxe. None of these items were intended to be used by younger generations like mine,
but, recently my grandmothg¢known as Minniehad to movento a retirement homeAs we

helped her packdr things we were able tammage througbur collective pasn searclof

heirlooms we might want to preserve.

The onehing | was fortunate enough t@gas part of my loavasasmallchair. | t 6 s a si mp|l e
piecemade of oakvith aropeseat Althoughi t seems tiny ,hgatesfeday ds st

theldcent ury, s o wastbdilsfor $eatikgealgrpwntpérsart. The Bmazing thing is



that it is still sturdy; itvould definitelyhold my weight if | chose to make it a functional piece of

furniture in my house.

However, Il didndot bring it Wherclkrstsasthe&haidt i n
thought it was neat, but upon learning that it Wasdmade by mygreatgreat grandfathdr
thought it was incredible. | found myseispecting it to find signs of his hamebrk. For the

first time | desiredo know more about both my heritags well athe man who designed the

chair;moreovey for the first time | valued a piece of furniture for more than its functionality.

Intrins ic Value

In general, furniture produced over the past 5,000 years has not undergone any significant
innovation. Archeologists have uncovered folding chairs from Pharonic Egypt that fulfill the

same functional requirements and possess the same basieseatimodern onés.

Moreover, the craft of furnitursiaking has changed remarkably little over the course of human
history. The tools and techniques dibg craftsman of ancient Greece and Rome such as saws,
files, axes, and adzes would have beenlfantd their counterparts in thdiddle Agesandeven
18"-century Francé. Furnitureis one of humanities great artistic expressjansl yet the

amount of labor and basic functionalitgsremained largely intachrough different stylistic

periods

! Furniture. Encyclopedia Britannica, 2006. Encyclopedia Britannica Online Library Edition, September 1, 2006.
2 .
Ibid.
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Similarly, thefitheory of value that whichconcerns itself with the worthility, aesthetic,
trading or economic value of people and thingas lthanged remarkably little over the cmaof
human history. The theory of valused bythe philosophers of ancient Greeaed Rome

remainedhat of their counterparts in the Middle Agewd 18"-century France.

Socrates and Platwwere the first to really tackle the theory of value. Sesfatst notedthat any
pleasure is in fact good and any pain bRthto, his student, went further to say that pleasure is
not the highest goodrather, there is a level of intrinsic value in pleasing things. In other words,
both believed that pleasuieintrinsically good, pain intrinsically bad, and that which gives us

pleasure or pain (events, objects, etc.) has intrinsic Value.

Put another way, the intrinsic theory of wvalu
or actions, regardlef their context and consequences, regardless of any benefit or injury they

may cause to the actors and subjects involved

% Michael Zimmerman, Intrinsic vs. Extrinsic Value, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Center for the Study of
Language amh Information, Stanford University, 2004
* Ayn Rand, Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal, 1946, page 21


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utility

By applicationthe intrinsic theory of valukolds thaimy greatgr e at gr andf at her 6s
possesses value in, by, and skif, regardless of any benefits it may provide me as its owner.
Thefeelingsl have as result of owning the cha@renotof, in, or by me.Rather these feelings
areextrinsicor are derivatives from thevalue of thechair(and my greagreat grandfah e r 6 s

labor, according to Marx)Moreover, the feelings armbnnectionl haveto the chaicannot be

justified without first acknowledging that the value of the chair existed first.

As alluded to earlier in this chapter, tiérinsic Theory of Valuglike the craft of furniture,
remained largely intact throughout thetire agrarian age; tifereek and Romans shared the
sametheory ofvalues(intrinsic) andthe samdurniture-productionskill set (preindustrial)with

their 18"-century French counterar However, as the industrial revolution made waves



